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4, Chinese Nationalists seize another Polish vessel: 





The Polish vessel Prezydent Gottwald, 
25X1A 5,028 gross tons, was seized on the high 

seas by a Chinese Nationalist destroyer 

escort about 450 miles east of Formosa 

on 13 May. Both vessels are now pro- 

ceeding to the Formosan port of Kaohsiung, 


The Prezydent Gottwald, having previously 

_called at Canton, was reported as being en 
route’to Tsingtao with a cargo of machinery and medical supplies. The 
interception followed an intensive search by two Nationalist destroyer 
escorts, a destroyer and five reconnaissance planes. 


Comment: Since the seizure of the Polish 
tanker Praca last October, Orbit vessels have steered clear of Formosa. 
The insecurity of the new route--450 miles east of the island--may force 
the Communists to increase overland delivery of strategic goods to North — 
China, or to use armed escorts for vessels in this trade. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
5. Movement under way to form Cochinchina republic: 


25X1A According to a French adviser to Premier 
Buu Loc, a local movement is. under way 
to establish a 'Cochinchina Republic” in 
the event of the partition of Vietnam. The 
informant said several prominent Cochinchinese leaders, _including 
former premier Tam, are involved. 


The embassy considers it probable that 
some such movement is afoot, and that it has considerable support 
from certain long-established French interests in Cochinchina. 


Comment: Advocacy of a separate 
government for Cochinchina, which would comprise approximately 
the southern third of Vietnam, is considered tantamount to treason 
by almost-all Vietnamese nationalists. Capable Vietnamese national- 
ists might be willing, asa last resort, to support a tentatively par- 
titioned Vietnam, but not a definitively dismembered country. 


hee 
25X1A | 15 May 54 


Approved For ic aausiceccesinasl (aul -4 


